
Follow us on Twitter @3lxschool and Instagram @threecrossfirst 

 

Welcome back to a new school year in Skipper class. All of the children have settled in well and 
are learning the new routines and expectations for Key Stage 1.  
 
Topics 
During the first half term our topic will be ‘superheroes’. During this topic we will learn all about 
real life superheroes and fictional characters. We will learn about what makes a superhero special. 
After half term our topics will be ‘let’s take off’ which will focus on space and flight including 
looking at the historical events of the 1969 Moon Landing and the Wright brothers. 
 
English 
In English this term, we will be using our topics to guide our writing. We will be composing 
superhero stories, writing speech bubbles, writing bullet pointed lists, writing labelled diagrams 
and writing non chronological reports. We will look at appropriate punctuation in our sentences 
and use our phonic knowledge to effectively support our spelling. 
 
Maths 
We have started using our Inspire Maths books. The children are learning 
to read the questions and calculations with increasing independence. 
They always demonstrate their understanding using concrete materials 
such as blocks, counters, toys, Unifix cubes and Lego. When answering 
calculations please encourage them to ‘prove’ their answers using their 
fingers or other real items.  
 
Science  
In science, the children will learn to describe weather conditions. The children will observe 
changes over the seasons. We will identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human 
body and say which part of the body is associated with each sense. 
 
Art and Design  
In art and design, we will be designing and making models. We will be using a 
variety of media to create art pieces focussed on our topics. We will be 
designing and creating products according to a set criteria, such as having 
wings and being able to stand up alone. 
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Reading 
We aim to hear all children read every week and will inform you of their progress 
in their reading record.  Please continue to read with your child/children at 
home and write a comment in the reading record. We encourage the children to 
discuss the text asking them to make predictions before reading and during the 
book, explain what they have read or what has happened in the book and 
explain their own thoughts on the text. In year one, there is a strong emphasis to use phonic 
knowledge to decode phonetically plausible words.  We will continue to focus on the application 
of phonic knowledge including applying digraphs, trigraphs and the recognition of tricky words 
(non-decodable words). All books are matched to the Letters and Sounds phonics phases. For 
more information about Letters and Sounds please see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-and-sounds 
 

PE 
We will continue to do PE twice a week on a Monday and Thursday this term. In 
athletics we will be learning to send and receive balls in different ways. In gymnastics 
we will be refining our running and jumping skills. In dance, we will copy and repeat 
actions and finally perform actions. 
Al children need to have a named PE kit and appropriate footwear in school at all 
times.  As the weather is turning, please ensure your child also has jogging bottoms. 
Long hair must always be tied back for safety reasons.  Thank you.  
 

Forest Friday 
On Fridays, we will be using the Forest area to build self-confidence and social skills through a 
variety of activities. We use the forest in all weathers. Please provide your child with named 
wellington boots, waterproof trousers and a waterproof coat.  
 

Home Learning 
Home learning will continue to be set every Friday and will be completed online. 
Each week the class teacher will explain the home learning tasks. All home 
learning will be posted on the Skipper class blog.  
 

Contact  
Don’t forget, if you are unable to communicate directly with our staff, you 
can always email nicola.collins@3lxschool.com   Mrs. Nicola Collins  
Continue to report school absences by telephoning the school office on 
01202 822460 or via email: office@3lxschool.com. 
 

Dates for the diary  
Please access the school website for up to date details of school events. Log onto 
www.3lxschool.com and click on the calendar.   
 

If you require a paper copy of this newsletter, we are happy to provide one.  Please ask at the 
school office. 
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