
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome back to the New Year! We hope you had a lovely Christmas break. The children have 
settled back into the routines and expectations of Year One.  

Topics and learning 
This term we will begin with our topic ‘adventures’, where 
we will focus on the Arctic as well as other adventures 
including learning about the Titanic.  
After the half term holiday, we will continue our history 
focus during our topic called ‘nearby’.  This topic will 
include learning about castles and the coast.  
 

Phonics 
Our reading and writing sessions have a phonics focus. Please encourage your child to segment the 
sounds in words and blend them back together. Your child will receive ‘alien’ (nonsense/made up) 
words using the phonics they know. They will need to segment these sounds and blend them 
together to say the word clearly. For more information about Letters and Sounds go to 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf 

Reading 
We aim to hear every child read individually once a week by either a teacher or 
teaching assistant. Please continue to read with your child at home and write a 
comment in the reading record. We are reviewing the books that children receive 
for home learning. These should be matched to your child’s reading ability and 
not ‘challenging reads’. Please re-read books with your child for fluency and 
confidence. Your child will also be learning to read the Year One common exception words. You can 
find these in your child’s blue reading record.  

Writing 
Our writing this term will be linked to non-fiction and fiction texts. When 
exploring non-fiction, we will learn about titles and how to organise our 
sentences to keep a reader interested. We will focus on demarcating our 
sentences correctly. We will also write adventure stories. In the second half of 
the term, we will also explore some castle poetry.  

Inspire Maths 
We are continuing to use Inspire Maths, based on the Singapore approach to teaching and learning 
maths. This programme of maths is based on children being able to master mathematical concepts 
by firstly using concrete materials to explore concepts, then moving on to pictorial images before 
finally moving on to abstract mathematics.  

PE 
Our PE days will continue to be Monday and Wednesday this term. We will be learning cricket skills, 
team games and football.  
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Science 
We will be conducting simple experiments and making predictions. We will ask questions and 
explore how they can be answered in different ways.  We will explore the properties of materials 
using words such as bendy/not bendy; waterproof/not waterproof; absorbent/not absorbent; 
opaque/transparent. We will identify if materials are natural or man-made.  
 
Geography  
The children will focus on observational skills within the school grounds. 
We will look at some natural structures within the local environment such 
as Corfe Castle. We will study the Arctic environment and locate it using 
maps and atlases.  
 
Art and Design/ Design and Technology 
The children will follow a simple design brief, plan, and build objects and models. We will be 
building structures, looking at how to improve their stability and strength. We will draw and paint 
pictures linked to castles and the Arctic.  

Home Learning 
Thank you for supporting your child with their home learning. Home learning will continue to be set 
online. Tasks are set every Friday. Home learning will be linked to the learning that has taken place 
in school that week. This is in order to encourage children to consolidate what they have learnt.  

Forest school 
On Friday, Skippers will be using the forest for their learning. Activities will be focused 
around developing children’s independence, collaboration skills, perseverance and 
resilience. Please ensure that your child has appropriate clothing for these sessions 
such as a warm waterproof coat and trousers. Due to the current restrictions, we are 
unable to share clothing.  

Uniform 
Please help us to ensure our children maintain a smart appearance at school by wearing their school 
uniform. Please make sure that all clothing is named. Long hair should be tied back with simple hair 
bands, which are either plain or school uniform blue only. Please ensure that children have a 
warm/waterproof coat each day and appropriate footwear for wet and cold playtimes.  

Contact 
We understand there may be times when you need to communicate directly with the class teacher. 
Please email the teacher directly on their school email address.  
Nicola Collins       nicola.collins@3lxschool.com     Continue to report school absences by 
telephoning the school office on 01202 822460 or via email: office@3lxschool.com. 
Don’t forget to follow the Skipper class blog https://3lxyear1.wordpress.com 

Please access the school website for up to date details of school events. Log onto www.3lxschool.com 

and click on the calendar. 

                                                     

        
 In  Bournemouth,  Dorset  and  Poole  

 


