
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome back to learning after what we hope has been a restful Easter break! 

 
Topics and learning 

This term we will begin with our topic ‘animals are amazing’, where we 
will focus on the identification and classification of common fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.  
After the half term holiday, our topic is called ‘green for growth’.  
During this topic will be naming and classifying different plants.   
 
 

Phonics 
Our reading and writing sessions have a phonics focus. Please encourage your child to segment the 
sounds in words and blend them back together. Your child will receive weekly ‘alien’ 
(nonsense/made up) words using the phonics they know please practise these at home. They will 
need to segment these sounds and blend them together to say the word clearly. For more 
information about Letters and Sounds go to 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_S
ounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf 

Reading 
We aim to hear every child read individually once a week by either a teacher or teaching assistant, this is in addition to an 
individual phonics session. Please continue to read with your child at home and write a comment in the reading record. 
Reading books are matched to your child’s reading ability and not ‘challenging reads’. Please re-read books with your 
child for fluency and confidence. Your child will also be learning to read the year one common exception words. You can 
find these in your child’s blue reading record.  

Writing 
Our writing this term will be linked to non-fiction and fiction texts. When exploring non-fiction, we will learn about titles 
and how to organise our sentences to keep a reader interested. We will focus on demarcating our sentences correctly. We 
will be describing plants and animals. We will also explore some plant and animal poetry.  

Inspire Maths 
We are continuing to use Inspire Maths, based on the Singapore approach to teaching and learning 
maths. This programme of maths is based on children being able to master mathematical concepts by 
firstly using concrete materials to explore concepts, then moving on to pictorial images before finally 
moving on to abstract mathematics. This term we will learn all about graphs, place value addition and 
subtraction.  

PE  
Our PE days will continue to be Monday and Wednesday this term. We will be learning cricket skills, 
team games and athletics. Please ensure your child has suitable clothes and footwear for indoor and 
outdoor PE.  
 
Geography  
In geography we will be locating countries using maps and atlases to identify where various animals and plants are from.  
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Science 
During the first half of term, we will Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals. We will identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores. 
In the second half of the term, we will identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous 
and evergreen trees. Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including trees and 
identify and classify plants. 
 
Art and Design/ Design and Technology 
In our animals are amazing topic’ we will develop a wide range of art and design techniques by 
using line, tones of colour and pattern.  We will learn about the work of a range of artists including 
Henri Rousseau.  
In the ‘green for growth topic we will use sculpture to develop and share our ideas and imagination. 
We will develop a wide range of art and design techniques in texture, line, shape, form and space. We will learn about the 
work of the artist Andy Goldsworthy. We will create naturel sculptures in the school grounds.  
 

Enrichment 
During the second part of this term, we have invited some ‘crazy creatures’ into school. We will be experiencing first-hand 
how to handle and care for reptiles and insects. We will have the chance to ask an expert question about the animals.  
We are hoping to be able to visit some local allotments to support our ‘green for growth’ topic towards the end of the 
summer term. We will await further government guidance to see if this is possible.   

Home Learning 
Thank you for supporting your child with their home learning. Home learning will continue to be set online. Tasks are set 
every Friday. Home learning will be linked to the learning that has taken place in school that week. This is in order to 
encourage children to consolidate what they have learnt.  

Forest school 
On Friday, Skippers will be using the forest for their learning. Activities will be focused around 
developing children’s independence, collaboration skills, perseverance and resilience. Please 
ensure that your child has appropriate clothing for these sessions such as a waterproof coat and 
trousers. Due to the current restrictions we are unable to share clothing.  

Uniform 
Please help us to ensure our children maintain a smart appearance at school by wearing their school uniform. Please make 
sure that all clothing is named. Long hair should be tied back with simple hair bands, which are either plain or school 
uniform blue only. Please ensure that children have appropriate clothing for the weather conditions.  

Creams and lotions 
Following the recent newsletters and emails, you will now know we cannot allow children to bring in lotions, sanitisers or 
creams. With the warmer weather approaching, please apply a long lasting sunscreen to your child before they attend 
school. It is not possible for children to bring in sunscreen to reapply. We also recommend a hat with a neck protector and 
light weight long sleeve tops for forest school.  
 

Contact 
We understand there may be times when you need to communicate directly with the class teacher. Please email the 
teacher directly on their school email address. Nicola Collins       nicola.collins@3lxschool.com     Continue to report 
school absences by telephoning the school office on 01202 822460 or via email: office@3lxschool.com. 
Don’t forget to follow the Skipper class blog https://3lxyear1.wordpress.com 
Please access the school website for up to date details of school events. Log onto www.3lxschool.com and 
click on the calendar. 
                                                     

        
In  Bournemouth,  Dorset  and  Poole  

 


