
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                     

        
 

  
Welcome back to a new school year! I hope you have all had a restful summer break. The children have settled well into 
Gatekeeper class and are quickly becoming established into our new routines and expectations, with a focus on keeping 
ourselves safe and healthy.  
 
Our topics 
For the first half of this term we will be learning about endurance. This will include considering the commitment and 
perseverance needed to learn new skills. We will explore how different types of performers, athletes and artists dedicate 
themselves to achieve their goals. There will be both fiction and non-fiction writing opportunities, alongside drama, role-
play and debates. We will also make links with our geography learning to understand and use simple compass directions 
and also with our science learning to consider animals and their natural habitats. After half term, our topic will be 
‘Survival’. We will explore a variety of modern and historic survival situations. This topic will link with prior learning of 
some famous disasters taught in Year 1 but also begin to set simple background knowledge for some topics to be 
taught in Year 3. 
 
English 

As in the rest of the school, our topics will continue to guide our English learning. The 
children will be learning about the four sentence types; statement, question, command 
and exclamation, and how to punctuate each correctly. They will focus on non-fiction 
writing and learn how to research and gather facts about a topic. We will be writing for a 
purpose through writing instructions, letter writing and giving explanations. We will 
focus on cursive letter formation during daily handwriting sessions.  

 
Maths 
We will continue to follow the Inspire Maths programme that the children began in Year 1. This is 
based on the popular Singapore teaching methods and focuses on ensuring a deep 
understanding of mathematical concepts through structured teaching, using a concrete-pictoral-
abstract approach. In lessons, each child will work with a ‘maths mate’ and tackle learning 
together through use of equipment and discussion. Alongside this, we will also focus on learning 
the times tables.   
 
Science 
Our science topics for this term are ‘animals, including humans’ and after half term, we will be working scientifically to 
explore cause and effect through conducting a range of simple experiments. We will be making full use of our forest 
school during these sessions to support our class-based learning. 
 
PE  

We will have two sessions of PE weekly. The first lesson on a Tuesday will focus on invasion 
games and hand-eye coordination. The second lesson of PE on Friday will focus on using the 
large apparatus to move, climb, swing and travel safely in a variety of ways. We will then be 
learning some street dance after half term.  There are often extra opportunities for PE 
learning throughout the week so please ensure that the children have their PE kits in school 
every day. Please ensure that all PE kit is clearly named and check it regularly, as some 
markers seem to wash out fairly quickly!  

 
Art 
In art the children will be using collage and making close observational drawings. They will explore the work of the artist 
Georges Seurat and his pointillism technique. They will also explore and make some traditional crafts and design. 
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     Computing 
Computing is an integral part of our learning. Children will have the opportunity to use the 
iPads and iMac computers for researching information, word-processing and for general 
computer skills. Coding and learning all about algorithms and programming continues to be 
timetabled weekly.  

 
Home learning 
Home learning will go on our class blog on a Friday with activities to complete online using a range of educational 
websites. It will usually be linked to the learning that has taken place in school that week. The children all have a 
login to Times Tables Rockstars to practise their times tables and to Spelling Shed to practise the year 2 common 
exception words and more. Please encourage your child to log in to their accounts regularly. 

 
Reading 
We aim to hear each child read individually at least once a week by both a teacher and a teaching assistant. Please 
continue to read with your child at home and write a comment in the reading record. Please note that the children 
will often be asked to re-read their books, often several times. This is a specific Year 2 objective and is to enable 
children to become more fluent readers, consolidate new vocabulary and gain more depth to their understanding.  
 

Forest school   
We are committed to making as much use of our forest school as possible. Currently, 
we have Wednesday afternoons for learning in the forest environment. We will be 
carrying out scientific experiments, completing art activities and thinking about how we 
build strong relationships with others. It would be very useful if on a Wednesday you 
could send your child in with some long trousers or leggings and a pair of wellingtons 
to save school clothes getting dirty!  

 
Follow our learning 
Our class blog is updated regularly with information and examples of our learning. Please subscribe to get email 
updates when a new post is added. Visit https://3lxyears2.wordpress.com to view and subscribe via the link. 
 
Don’t forget that if you have any worries or concerns, the easiest way to contact me is via my email address 
a.morris@3lxschool.com Thank you for your support! 
 
Dates for the diary 
Please access the school website for up to date details of school events. Log onto http://www.3lxschool.com and click 
on the calendar.  
 

 

 
 

If you require a paper copy of this newsletter, we are happy to provide one.  Please ask at the school office. 
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