
 
Welcome back for the new school year. We hope you’ve had an enjoyable Christmas break. The children 
have all settled back in well and have remembered the school routines and expectations.  

Independent skills  
We are promoting independence. This includes dressing and undressing ourselves 
for PE, putting on our coats and doing up the zips as well as toileting 
independently. Please encourage your children do these at home. Please ensure all 
of your child’s clothing is named. Children are encouraged to be as independent as 
possible but mistakes can happen. Please check clothing and uniform at home to 
confirm ownership. Please ensure your child has their named PE in school for 
Wednesday and Thursdays. Forest school is on Tuesday, we do have limited spare 
waterproof trousers however, if children have their own it would be very helpful. 
 
Topics and learning 
Our current topic is ‘Toys‘. In this topic, we will be exploring toys that we know well and some we have 
never seen before. After half term, we will be looking at Traditional Tales and learning to retell some of 
them from memory.  
 

Phonics 
We are continuing our focus with phonics and reading. We are currently 
assessing what graphemes (written letters) the children can recognise and 
make the appropriate phoneme (sound) for. We are currently working on 
digraphs (2 letters making one sound – sh, ch, th etc) and trigraphs (three 
letters making one sound – igh, air, ear).  
We segment words orally and support the children to blend the sounds back 
together for example; m-u-m = mum, s-aw = saw, ch-air = chair, b-r-igh-t = 
bright etc. We will shortly be sending out of a list of all of the sounds and a 
selection of tricky (non-decodable) words your child should be able to 

recognise and say by the end of reception.  Please feel free to teach or use these at home. 
 
Reading 
We aim to hear your child read once a week by either a teacher or a teaching assistant. 
Please continue to read with your child at home and write a comment in the reading 
record. We are reviewing the books that children receive for home learning. These 
should be matched to your child’s reading ability and not ‘challenging reads’. Please re-
read books with your child for fluency and confidence. Your child will also be learning to 
read common exception words. You can find these in your child’s blue reading record.   
 
 

English 
Our topics are guided by our English learning. In writing, we will be mark 
making and beginning to write simple phrases and sentences using our phonic 
knowledge. We will be verbally creating stories and writing instructions.  
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Maths 
We will be continuing to explore numbers up to 20. We are working on fluency 
with these numbers, practising counting forwards and backwards to 20 starting 
from different numbers. We are also working on our 1-1 correspondence by 
‘touch’ counting each object or item as we count. We will also be working on 

our ability to subitise to 5 (recognise quantity 
without counting). 
 
Science 
In science, we will be looking at changes in our environment. We will be 
learning to recognise, identify and begin to draw animals who live in our 
grounds. We will link stories to these animals in our ‘traditional tales’ topic. 
We will also be exploring our senses when investigating in the forest. 

 
How can I see my child’s learning?  
Want to see your child’s learning? Log in at www.tapestryjournal.com 
Tapestry allows all adults working with your child, to post pictures of their 
learning. You can do it too! Download the app on any smart device, log in 
and you can add pictures and comments too.  
Please like or comment on observations. If you have any questions or need support with Tapestry please 
don’t hesitate to ask.  
 
Finding more learning 
Please continue to follow our learning highlights for the week on the reception blog. 
https://3lxyearr.wordpress.com 
 
Early Years bubble 

For consistency across EYFS from January, we will be forming an Early Years bubble of both nursery and 
reception. This will allow children access to adults they have become familiar with and additional learning 
opportunities with new children across the key stage. Our outside area will now be shared and the nursery 
children will be free to interact with the reception children.  

Drop off and collection 
Drop and collection will continue as before the holidays. Please ensure a quick drop off/pick up following 
the government social distancing guidelines.  
 
Contact  
Don’t forget, if you are unable to communicate directly with our staff, you can always email Alex Hustler 
at a.hustler@3lxschool.com 
Continue to report school absences by telephoning the school office on 01202 822460 or via email: 
office@3lxschool.com. 
 
Dates for the diary  
Please access the school website for up to date details of school events. Log onto www.3lxschool.com 
and click on the calendar.  
 
 
 
                                                     

        
In  Bournemouth,  Dorset  and  Poole  

 


